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Food Security

Food security is defined as a situation that exists when all people, at all times, have physical and
economic access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food
preferences for an active and healthy life.

The four main dimensions of food security, according to the FAO, are:

First, physical availability of food: Food availability addresses the "supply side™ of food security
and is determined by the level of food production, stock levels, and net trade.

Second, economic access to food: Adequate food supply at the national or international level does
not in itself guarantee food security at the household level. Concerns about inadequate access to
food have led to a greater policy focus on income, expenditure, markets, and prices in achieving
food security objectives.

Third, food utilization: Utilization is generally understood as the way the body makes the most of
the various nutrients contained in food. Individuals' adequate intake of energy and nutrients is a
result of good care and feeding practices, food preparation, dietary diversity, and food distribution
within the household. Along with the biological utilization of the nutrients consumed, this
determines an individual's nutritional status.

Fourth, stability of the other three dimensions over time: Even if a person's food intake is adequate
today, they are still considered food insecure if they do not have adequate access to food on a
regular basis, putting them at risk of deteriorating nutritional status. Adverse weather conditions,
political instability, or economic factors (unemployment, rising food prices) may also impact food
security.

To achieve food security goals, all four dimensions must be met simultaneously. However, in
Lebanon, given the deteriorating economic conditions and exchange rate, along with a food gap of
nearly $2.6 billion, the situation can be described as critical.

HS Food Trade Exchange 2024 Exports Imports Trade Balance
Thousand $ | Tons | Thousands Tons Thousand $
1.02 Live animals of the bovine 0 0 310,986 93,751 -310,986
10.01 wheat 679 2,250 146,221 583,607 -145,542
4.06 cheese 1,880 390 135,564 23,673 -133,684
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15.12 sunflower seed oil 7,249 4,690 139,745 128,850 -132,496
17.01 cane sugar or beet sugar 468 546 130,018 187,255 -129,550
10.05 Corn. 285 656 117,438 498,961 -117,153
2.01 Beef, fresh or chilled. 18 2 84,188 13,708 -84,170
21.06 Food preparations 23,456 7,871 107,323 20,335 -83,867
4.02 Milk and cream, concentrated or containing sugar 80 26 82,389 22,688 -82,309
19.01 Barley malt extracts 4,604 696 84,848 18,337 -80,244
10.06 Rice 3,510 5,030 83,654 94,153 -80,144
8.02 Other fresh or dried husk fruits 2,965 828 77,386 19,760 -74,421
9.01 Coffee 28,984 2,928 103,185 26,870 -74,201
23.04 Oilcake and other solid residues 33 54 68,114 143,221 -68,081
19.05 Bread, pastry, cakes, biscuits and other bakers' wares 29,648 8,319 88,454 27,068 -58,806
24.03 Other manufactured tobacco 4,280 103 60,900 4,444 -56,620
2.02 Meat of bovine animals, frozen 142 19 54,612 13,719 -54,470
21.01 | Extracts, essences and concentrates, of coffee, tea or maté 3,145 683 57,395 11,205 -54,250
12.07 Other oil seeds and oleaginous fruits 386 129 51,669 25,635 -51,283
Others 589,508 | 454,251 | 1,285,648 | 990,089 -696,140
Total 701,320 | 489,471 | 3,269,737 | 2,947,329 -2,568,417

Agriculture Trade Exchange

The gap between imports and exports of agricultural products (from Chapters 6 to 14) reached
approximately $821.3 million in 2024, with agricultural exports covering approximately 18

percent of imports.

The value of agricultural exports increased from $105 million in 2007 to $498 million in 2021, a
4.7-fold increase, setting a record for agricultural exports. It then declined to $183.7 million in
2024. Agricultural imports increased from $559.3 million in 2007 to more than $1 billion in 2024,

an increase of approximately 80 percent, setting a record.

Development of trade exchange of agricultural products (thousands of $)
Year Exports Imports | Trade Balance | Exports/Imports (%)
2007 105,059 559,318 -454,259 19%
2008 130,690 702,117 -571,427 19%
2009 120,092 628,853 -508,761 19%
2010 154,116 715,649 -561,533 22%
2011 160,584 849,613 -689,029 19%
2012 171,242 867,623 -696,381 20%
2013 215,697 922,785 -707,088 23%
2014 207,396 966,178 -758,782 21%
2015 183,675 909,567 -725,892 20%
2016 189,092 869,259 -680,167 22%
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2017 178,572 979,748 -801,176 18%
2018 182,687 965,484 -182,797 19%
2019 157,073 932,194 -775,121 17%
2020 232,861 796,839 -563,978 29%
2021 497,964 836,155 -338,191 60%
2022 315,878 989,781 -673,903 32%
2023 206,350 945,204 -738,854 22%
2024 183,676 1,004,965 -821,289 18%

Development of trade exchange of agricultural products
(thousands of $)
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Trade Balance

The most important agricultural products exported in 2024 were coffee (16 percent), grapes (16
percent), ginger, saffron, turmeric and thyme (10 percent), bananas (8 percent), apples, pears and

quinces (7 percent).
HS Most Important Agricultural Products Value Weight %
Exported in 2024 (thousand $) (Tons)
9.01 Coffee 28,984 2,928 16%
8.06 Grapes, fresh or dried 28,571 43,958 16%
9.1 Ginger, saffron, turmeric (curcuma), thyme, 17,777 2,880 10%
bay leaves, curry and other spices
8.03 Bananas, including plantains, fresh or dried 14,781 28,347 8%
8.08 Apples, pears and quinces, fresh 12,281 57,829 7%
11.05 Flour, meal, powder, flakes 9,577 4,541 5%
8.04 Dates, figs, pineapples, avocados, guavas, 8,514 9,295 5%
mangoes
Others 63,191 110,297 | 35.00%
Total 183,676 260,075 | 100%
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The most important agricultural export markets in 2024 were the UAE (17 percent), Egypt (10
percent), Syria (8 percent), Iraq (6 percent), and Qatar (5 percent).

The Most Important Agricultural Export Markets 2024
Country Value (thousand $) Weight (tons) %
UAE 31,416 38,906 17%
Egypt 18,015 64,992 10%
Syria 14,990 26,283 8%
Iraq 10,955 42,991 6%
Qatar 9,348 4,851 5%
Holland 9,083 1,870 5%
Kuwait 7,934 17,861 4%
Others 81,935 62,320 45.00%
Total 183,676 260,074 100%

The most important imported agricultural products in 2024 were wheat (15 percent), corn (12
percent), coffee (10 percent), rice (8 percent), and nuts (8 percent).

HS The Most Important Agricultural Value Weight %
Imports in 2024 (thousand $) (tons)
10.01 Wheat and meslin 146,221 583,607 15%
10.05 Maize (corn) 117,438 498,961 12%
9.01 Coffee 103,185 26,870 10%
10.06 Rice 83,654 94,153 8%
8.02 Other nuts, fresh or dried 77,386 19,760 8%
12.07 Other oil seeds and oleaginous fruits 51,669 25,635 5%
7.01 Potatoes, fresh or chilled 44,613 94,350 4%
Others 380,799 461,900 37%
Total 1,004,965 1,805,236 | 100%

The most important sources of agricultural imports in 2024 were Ukraine (17 percent), Brazil (10

percent), Russia (8 percent), Egypt (7 percent), and China (7 percent).

The Most Important Sources Of Agricultural Value Weight %
Imports In 2024 (thousand $) (tons)
Ukraine 170,615 704,773 17%
Brazil 98,196 61,234 10%
Russia 79,398 278,740 8%
Egypt 73,500 127,687 7%
China 71,844 56,255 7%
United States 60,142 50,389 6%
India 45,607 33,625 5%
Others 405,663 492,533 | 40.00%
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Total | 1,004,965 | 1,805236 | 100% |
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